
GGeenneerriiccss  CCaann  SSaavvee  YYoouu  MMoonneeyy!!  

If you want to save the most on your 
prescription drug costs, ask your doctor if 
generics are right for you. There are 
generics available to treat many conditions 
and many people find them to be a good 
choice. In fact, nearly eight out of every 10 
prescriptions are filled with generics.  

Your doctor is best able to help you choose 
your prescription drugs, but we think you’ll 
both find that generics are a good and safe 
choice. Remember, when you use a 
generic drug, you get the same quality as 
the brand-name drug – at a lower cost! 

MMaannddaattoorryy  
GGeenneerr iicc   PPrrooggrraamm
 
WWhhaatt  IIss  aa  MMaannddaattoorryy  GGeenneerriicc  PPrrooggrraamm??  
It’s a program that can help you save money on your 
prescription drugs. When a generic equivalent is 
available for your brand-name drug, your pharmacist 
will ask if you want to take the generic instead. If 
your doctor indicated on the prescription that 
generic substitution is allowed and you approve it, 
your pharmacist will fill your prescription with the 
generic medication. You’ll pay your plan’s generic 
copayment or coinsurance for your prescription and 
start saving right away. 

If you or your doctor thinks the generic is not right 
for you, your pharmacist will fill your prescription 
with the brand-name medication. You will pay the 
brand drug copayment or coinsurance that applies to 
your prescription. You will also pay any difference 
between the cost of the generic and the brand drug.   
You will never pay more than the total cost of the brand drug. 

WWhhaatt  IIss  aa  GGeenneerriicc  DDrruugg??  
It’s a drug that is the same as its brand-name counterpart in dosage, safety, quality and how it’s used. 
Generic drugs are not manufactured under a brand name or trademark. The color and shape of a generic 
drug may be different from its brand-name counterpart, but the active ingredients are the same.  

AArree  GGeenneerriiccss  SSaaffee??  
Yes! Generic drugs must meet the same U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) standards as brand-
name drugs. Generics use the same active ingredients as their brand-name counterparts and they work 
the same way in the body. The FDA requires generics to have the same quality, strength, purity and 
stability as brand-name drugs.  

LLeeaarrnn  MMoorree  
To learn more about generic drugs, talk to your doctor or pharmacist. Or visit the FDA’s website at 
www.fda.gov.  

  

http://www.fda.gov/

